
  
  REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  
NOVEMBER 15, 2010 

6:30 P.M. 
 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN 
THE DUMAS POLICE DEPARTMENT MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 
7TH STREET OF SAID CITY: 
 
 Members Present:     Mayor Pat L. Sims 
       Commissioner Michael L. Funk 
       Commissioner Don Parsons 
       Commissioner Vernon McDowell 
       City Manager Vince DiPiazza 

City Attorney Tom Moore 
 
Members Absent:    Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 
 
Others Present:  Kim Rehkopf, Dottie Williams, Isidro Renteria, Jack Braswell, 

Robert A. Crockett, Rich Oller, Kathie Lummus, Iris Trujillo, Annissa Goldston, Loke 
Marquez, Jose Escamilla, Sam Cartwright, Paul J. Jenkins, Louis Leven, Judy Pendley, 
Sophia Morgan, Lee Brooks, Deck Shaver, Michael Wright, Karla Smith, James 
Blankenburg, Steve Bodnar, Dale Alwan, Bill Knight, Emmitt Rice.  

    
 Mayor Sims called the meeting to order. 
 
 During attending citizens and their business, Emmitt Rice discussed the water 
drainage at Utley Park and Brickey Road.  Mr. Rice was concerned about the driving 
skills of immigrants.   
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Parsons, seconded by Commissioner Funk, 
and passed unanimously to approve the November 1, 2010 Regular City Commission 
meeting minutes and paying the bills. 
 
 Mayor Sims opened the Formal Session. 
 
 Asylum Haunted House raised money for the city community assistance program. 
(C.A.P.)   Brian and Kathie Lummus along with Annissa Goldston, Lee Brooks, Sophia 
Morgan, and Iris Trujillo presented a $1,500 check to the city. The Commission thanked 
the group for raising money for the city C.A.P. program. 
 
 City Manager Vince DiPiazza presented a resolution to participate in PRPC’s 
hazard mitigation plan project.  A motion was made by Commissioner Funk, seconded by 
Commissioner McDowell, and passed unanimously to approve Resolution No. 10-08 



authorizing the city’s participation in the PRPC’s regional hazard mitigation plan update 
project. 
 
 City Manager Vince DiPiazza presented a resolution concerning SPS/Xcel’s tariff 
application.  A motion was made by Commissioner Funk, seconded by Commissioner 
Parsons, and passed unanimously to approve Resolution No. 10-09 denying SPS/Xcel’s 
tariff application for an interruptible credit option and voluntary customer load reduction 
program. 
 
  The Commission discussed large equipment purchases.  Prices quoted were for 
new equipment totaling $1,727,469.  Commissioner Funk suggested looking at used 
equipment, three to five years old.  City Manager Vince DiPiazza said there was time to 
consider used equipment.  Mr. DiPiazza said financing costs would change if used 
equipment was purchased.  Commissioner Parsons stated that one percent is a substantial 
change in financing costs.  Mr. DiPiazza will present a range of used equipment at a 
future meeting. A motion was made by Commissioner Parsons, seconded by 
commissioner Funk, and passed unanimously to table this item. 
 
 The Commission reviewed financing options for the fire department apparatus. 
Total cost of the fire apparatus is $369,055.90. Finance Director Dottie Williams 
presented six quotes for financing the fire apparatus from Diversified Lenders, 4.91 % 
interest rate, $98,803.70 total interest and total amount repaid $467,859.60;  Fist State 
Bank, 3.70 % interest rate, $73,038.50 total interest and total amount repaid $442,094.40;  
JP Chase Morgan, 2.70 %  interest rate, $52,474.10 total interest and total amount repaid 
$421,530;  Wells Fargo, 4.27 % interest rate, $66,084.16 total interest and total amount 
repaid $435,140.16’  Specialized Public Finance, 3.00 % interest rate, $62,150 total 
interest and total amount repaid $447,150; Crews & Associates, 5.15 % interest rate, 
$103,927.13 total interest and total amount repaid $472,983.03.  After some discussion 
concerning financing the fire apparatus with the other large equipment purchases, a 
motion was made by Commissioner Funk, seconded by Commissioner McDowell, and 
passed unanimously to table this item until financing lenders present quotes including 
Item No. 4, large equipment purchases. 
 
 Landfill Supervisor Isidro Renteria asked the Commission to consider allowing 
him to purchase a 12 X 24 Morgan building from Affordable Shedz for $5,000.  $5,000 
was budgeted for the building.  Mr. Renteria said the building has electrical and plumbing 
hookups and a kitchen area.  A motion was made by Commissioner Parsons, seconded by 
Commissioner McDowell, and passed by a majority vote to approve the purchase of a 12 
X 24 Morgan building from Affordable Shedz for $5,000 for the landfill department.  
Commissioner Funk abstained. 
 
 Mayor Sims opened the Work Session. 
 
  The Commission discussed the landfill operations.  Solid Waste Supervisor Judy 
Pendley went over the departments operations and Landfill Supervisor Isidro Renteria 
went over that departments operations.  Mr. Renteria said there is approximately 1½ 



years left at the current Type I landfill. The Commission discussed prospective landfill 
development and costs, prospective equipment costs and additional personnel. City 
Engineer Rich Oller stated the new landfill located east of Dumas would require twelve 
to eighteen months to build, depending on weather.  Majority of the cost would be 
excavation.  Mr. Oller said other items to be done are two feet of clay, liner, drainage 
system, berms, perimeter fencing, paved road to site and several grids.  Mr. Oller stated 
the city could install the leachate system. The landfill permit allows fifteen cells, which is 
nine years per cell.  Mr. Oller said the permit would need to be modified. Mayor Sims 
asked if one cell at a time is opened and Mr. Oller said one cell and part of another.  Mr. 
Oller said there must be a ten foot buffer between all cells in all directions.  
Commissioner Funk suggested the current landfill be closed, except to dump tree limbs 
and concrete, so there are not two landfills open and employees operating both.  Mayor 
Sims said the Commission needs to consider privatization and a transfer station.  Public 
Works Director Deck Shaver said a transfer station would cost approximately $2.6 
million.  Mr. Shaver presented statewide and regional landfill information.  City Manager 
Vince  DiPiazza told the Commission to consider opening the new landfill east of town 
and he would provide privatization costs at a future meeting.  
  

Meeting adjourned.   
                                                   _______________________ 

   Pat L. Sims, Mayor 
   
 
ATTEST:                                  
 
_________________________ 
Vince DiPiazza, City Manager 
                                                                                    
                                                                                    

 
 

 


